
 
     Media Action Network for Asian Americans (MANAA), an all-volunteer, non-profit 
organization, is the only one solely dedicated to monitoring the mass media and advocating 
balanced, sensitive, and positive depiction and coverage of Asian Americans. 
       Since its formation in 1992, MANAA has received awards from The L.A. Mayor’s Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Committee, Asian Pacific American Women’s Network, and Chinese 
American Civil Rights Organization.  
     In 1993, MANAA launched a nationwide protest against Rising Sun- the first such protest by 
Asian Americans since 1985’s Year of the Dragon.  In 1995, MANAA got KKBT’s morning 
show, “The House Party,” to agree to stop creating skits that mocked well-known Asian 
Americans with fake Asian accents.  This happened after the group went after the station’s 
sponsors. 
     In 1996, MANAA negotiated a settlement against KFI and their morning host, Bill Handel, 
after he said he was “tired of seeing slanted-eyed figure skaters winning all the time.”  Handel 
agreed to apologize on the air- something he’d never done before.  
     In 2001, comedian Sarah Silverman did a joke on “Late Night with Conan O’Brien” using the 
slur “chinks.” After MANAA Founding President Guy Aoki protested and got national coverage 
on the issue, Silverman went on “Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher” and lambasted him. Aoki 
demanded equal time and confronted her on the program a month later, making for the most fiery 
debate in the show’s history.   
    In 2006, MANAA, working with other community organizations, got CBS Radio to agree to 
mandate sensitivity training for its employees and to develop a pamphlet outlining for its on-air 
talent the responsibility they have toward ethnic communities after host Adam Carolla aired a 
skit mocking the Asian Excellence Awards with people saying nothing but variations of “ching 
chong” for almost one minute. 
     Aoki convinced CBS President Nina Tassler to host meetings with the writers and producers 
of her TV series and the Asian Pacific American Media Coalition (APAMC)--and later, the 
heads of the Multi-Ethnic Coalition--to discuss ways of incorporating people of color into their 
existing shows and creating new ones.  This historic event has now become an annual one.   
     In 2010, he coordinated the protest (involving racebending.com, Korean Resource Center, and 
actors) against the white-washed casting of M. Night Shyamalan’s The Last Airbender. 
     In the Fall of 2011, as co-chair of the APAMC, Aoki issued a challenge to the networks to air 
a show which starred an Asian American (first name in the credits) within three years.  Fox’s 
“The Mindy Project” starring Indian American Mindy Kaling became a series one year later. 
     Because Aoki asserted CBS wasn’t including enough local Asian/Pacific Islanders in their 
rebooted “Hawaii Five-O” series, in 2012, the network flew over creative executives to Honolulu 
to have a mixer and actors workshop to find new talent.   
 
 


